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the pretended Perſecations in Scor- 
land, it has been very natural, in or- 
der to clear up the Reputation of the pre- 
ſent Government there, from the Scandal of 
Perſecution, to enter a little into the Treat - 
ment, which as well the Civil as Ecclefi- 
ick Government in Scotland, meets with 
from chat Party z and in doing this, beſides 
Caſes relating to particular Perſons, it is 
ry to obſerve, what may be call'd a 
new Plot againſt the Life, Foundation, and 
moſt effential Branch of the Conftitution 
of the Church of Scotland, I mean, as it 
reſpeſts its Civil Rights and JuriſdiRion. 
This is a new Method juſt now taken up 
in Scotland, to APPEAL upon every Occa- 


I 


N the late Accounts I have given of fion of Proceſs, from the Church Judica- 


tories to the Queen and Parliament; the 
Abſurdity of which, its particular Weakneſs 
aud its Inconfiftency, eicher with the Laws, 
or with the Nature of the Thing call'd an 
APPEAL, is ſo obvious, that I cannot but 
wonder to ſce, that any People ia either 
Nation ſhould be ſo much as amur'd with 
Its 5 

I am not going to leſſen the Authority 
of a Britiſh Parliament, and it's well known, 
that a Britiſb Parliament will not ſeek to 
extend that Authority beyond its known 
and due Bounds; and therefore I ſhall ex- 
amine this Matter, tho' a very nice One, 
with the more Freedom. 


And 
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And Fir, to begin wih the Matter of 


Fat, I ſhall ſtate tte Thing J object againſt, 
as it is now put in Practice in Scotland, 


upon the Orc caſion of the Epiſcopa} Minifters 
and Heretors being cited and ſummon'd, 38 
Occalion requires, before the reſpettive 
Judicatories of the Church of Srotland. 
When a Perſon in theſe Circumftances is 
cited to appear, whether it be before the 
Kirk-Seſſion, Presbytery, or Synod, he 
gives Or ſends ia what they call a Declina- 
ture, and, which in Engiand we would call 
a Defiance of their Authority; tells chem, 
their Power is not competent, that they 
are none of his Judges, and that therefore 
he refuſes to anſwer to ſuch Things as they 
lay to his Charge, afid concludes in the 
firſt Perſon in theſe Wordsg and therefore I 
appeal from Tou to the Queen and Britiſh Par- 
liament. 

Then; as if this was ſufficient to ſtop their 
Mouths, and tye their Hands, they go on 
with their Invaſions, Intrufions, and Inno- 
vations, as if the Words, I appeal from You, 
Oc. were ſufficient -to put a full Stop to all 
the Methods of Juſtice, and Proceedings in 
any of the Eccleſiaſtick Courts whatſom+ 
ever, tho' at the fame time no ſuch Appeal 
ie, or, I think, can be recciv'd or lodg'd in 
the Houſe of Peers: This has been exactly 
the Caſe of Mr. Skinner of Breckin, Heder- 
wig of Aberdeen, and others, who ride up- 
oa the Back of the Church Judicatories, 
think they laſh them with this Whip, and 
in Sr ight of their Puwer keep Poſſeſſion by 
Force, and infult both them and the Laws 
of Scotland; the one maintaining his In- 
trulion into a Pariſh-Church, Manſe, Glebe, 
Stiperd, Cc. tho' de pos'd by: the Synad 
and the other the Common prayer, with 
Organs, never bt fore known in Scotland, in 
the Chapel of the Colledge of Aberdeen. 


Now, to defie Courts of Juſtice, to de- 


Vine Powers eſtabliſt'd by Parliament, to 
keep wrongiul Poſſeſſion of other Mens 
Rights, and ere a Worlbip unknown, in 
the Country, tho' they are in themſelves 
aoaccountable, yet I ſhall take no Notice of 
them here; but to do all this, aad yet 
appeal to the Parliament, by whom theſe 
Courts are eſtabliſh'd, and the Queen, by 

%hom that Eftabliſhment is ſupported, is 


the greateſt Piece of Aﬀurance, to ſay 1s 
worſe of it, that can he ſhown in our Age, 
And Firft, to ſpeak of the Courts from 
whence they appeal; it is evident, they 
are all eſtabliſh'd by Parliament. - For Ex- 
ample, in the 5th Act of the 19 Parliament 
of Williem and Mary, it is EnaQted, * That 
te the Government of the Church, by X#t- 
Seſſion, presbyter ies, and Aſſemblies, be 
ard i: thereby eftabliſh'd to be the ONLY 
Lawful Governments of the Church in all 
Times coming, and declaring the Church 
Government to he eftabliſh'd in the Hands 
of the Presbyterian Miniſters, reſtor'd by 
the 24 Act of the ſame Parliament; and 
by them, ang. ſuch Miniſters or Elders 
+ ONLY, as they had then Admitted or 
receiv'd, or ſhould thereafter admit or 
receive, Ratifying and Eſtabliſhing the 
114th Ad of the 12 Parliament, Jac. 6. 
Anno 1592. Entitled, The 1 of 
the Liberty of the true Kirk, and confirm- 
ing the Sentences, whether of Suſpenſion 
© or Depolition, which ſhall be proncuned 
e by the ſaid Judicatories. 4 Thus it is 
evident, the preſent Judicatories of the 
Church of Scotland are e ſtabliſh'd by Par- 
liament; and therefore to decline or deny 
their Authority, is to to deny the Authority 
of that Parliament which conſtituted them. 
If they had appeal'd from the Proceedings 
of any of theſe Judicatories, as incon ſiſtent 
with their own Authority, .or againft the 
Sentence of the ſaid Judicatories, as Exor- 
bitant or Illegal, the Caſe bad differ'd;, and 
of that Kind of Appealing I ſhall ſpeak by 
ic (ef: But to appeal from the JuriſdiQion, 
is to appeal irom the JusiſdiQion of Parlia- 
ment, by whom they were cftabliſh'd z and 
to call this Appealiog, is to talk Nonfence, 
fince it is but Appealing from Parliament to 
Parliament. 1 3 
As for the Pretence, that the Jpdicato- 
ries of the Church are not Judges compe- 
tent over the Epiſcopsh Miniſters, , this is 
alſo directly againſt the 3b Act of the i 4 
Parliament of Williamand.Mary, Eneile 
AZ Ratifying the Confeſſion of Faith, 


by which it is expreſly declat d otherwiſe : 
© And further it is hereby provided, That 
* whatſoever Miniſter being conven'd be- 
© fore the ſaid General Mecting apd Re- 

© preſentatives 


« preſentatives of the Presbyterian Midi- 
«RKRters and Elders, or the Viſitors to be 
« appointed by them, ſhall either prove 
e coptumacious in not appearing, or be 
« found guilty, and ſhaſl be therefore cer» 
« (ſur'd, whether by Sufpention or Depoſi- 
et tion, they ſhall be po: facto ſuſpended 
« from, or depriv'd of their Stipends and 
« Benofices. ” By all theſe — it 


appears, that. the Power of the Judicatories 


—_— 


041) 


ef the Church of Feotlund Is ſettled and 
eftabliſh'd by Law, nor can it be legally 
declin'd or diſown'd by any Miniſter, that 
pretends to exerciſe the Minifterial Office 
in that Part of Britain, much leſs by any of 
thoſe who poſſeſs and enjoy che Churches, 
Manſes, and Stipends thereof, 


1 ſhall further exawine this Article ia 
my next. 


—_— 


Lately gave you ſome Paradoxes as a 

Specimen of this wonderful Age 3 I pro- 
mis'd you ſome nearer home, I am coming 
to them gradually, and indeed our Age is 
full of them at home, as well as abroad. 
In Trade, in Politicks, in Parties, in Peace, 
in War, inevery Thing that is before you; 
Riddles and Znigma's throng on the Heek 
of one -another— Who can unfold them ? 
But you muſt allow me to go back a little 
at firft. 


t. Here are à Sort of Folk earneſt to keep 
out Foreigners, that Vant of People may 
enrich us. 

2. Here is Induſtry a- la- mode illuftrated, 

by negleQing to improve our Lands our 
ſelves, and re ſuſiog to let others do it for 
us. 
3. Here is True · Born-Engliſh Good Nature 
exemplify d— By inſulting Strangers when 
they come to ſettle among us, becauſe We 
or our. Anceſtors were aever Strangers 
here and never got Footing here 4-14-mode 
Invaders and Refugees. 

4. Here'we have a new Method of ſecu- 
ring the Trade to Africa, by letting the 
Frencb take our Factories there -u hile we 
are falling out about. the main Quefſtjon, 
Whether they are worth keeping or no ? 
. Here u Engliſh Humanity abundantly 


viſble, in the ſeveral Ads againſt. Bank- 


rupts,and eſpecially that of E{cape-Wewrants, 


# 


been, put to Death in England, within theſe 
fix Years, BY IMMURIN 


by which about 230 People have, bey ſay, 


G, a more 


M iSCELLAN EA. 


barbarous Execution, than that of General 
PATXK UL. 

6. Here wc 4 new faſhion'd Care of Souls, 
by denying poor Debtors the Liberty of go- 
ing to Church, by appointing the Murther - 
ing-Warrants to be executed on the Locd's 
Day— A Day in all Ages allow'd to give 
poor miſerable Bankrupts Liberty to wor- 
ſhipGOD in, that the Duty of the Day 
might be without Diſtradtion; 4 Cruelty 
particular to this Age. 

7. Priviledg'd Places ſuppreſo d; (Viz. 
The Mint, Rules, and Fryars, Ce. and the 
CHURCH all laid open to Arreſts, while 
the QUEEN's Palace, and the Las ye rs 
Chambers, remain Sauctuaries; fince it 
cannot be ſo neceſſary to Men in Debt to 
ſerve GOD, as to otber People. 

8, Here we bave 0ccafional condemn'd, 
that ſtated Conformity may be refus d 
And theſe People blaming the Diſſenters 
for coming to Church, bur in pt, wha 
would think themſelves ruin'd, if they 
ſhould come for altogether. | 

9. Here is Religion proftituted, a Para- 
dox farther to be underſtood, by reading 
the AQ for the Sacramental Teft. 

1c, Higk-Church of England Equivalent 
refuſitig to admit Presbyterians to Places in 
England, unleſs they conform to communi- 
cate wich the Church— But railing at the 


Scots, becauſe they refuſe the Church of 
England · Men there, to ſet up à Diſſenting 
Meetipg-Houſe, for the Common-Prayer. 
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